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TOWN OF ROCKY HILL 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

 & 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

JOINT MEETING OF MAY 5, 2014 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta (Economic Develop. Subcomm.) called the May 5, 2014 Economic 

Development Subcommittee of the Town Council regular meeting and the Economic 

Development Commission special meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers of 

Rocky Hill Town Hall, 761 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT. 

 

Those in attendance:  Councilor Tim Moriarty (Economic Develop. Subcomm.), Councilor 

Cathy Vargas (Economic Develop. Subcomm.), David Schweitzer (Alternate) (Economic 

Develop. Subcomm.), Chairwoman Marti Stiglich (Economic Develop. Comm.), Vice Chairman 

Mark Walworth (Economic Develop. Comm.), Commissioner Christopher Duff (Economic 

Develop. Comm.) (Entered at 5:03 p.m.), Commissioner Sharon Mounds (Economic Develop. 

Comm.) (Left at 5:20 p.m.), Commissioner John Roderick (Economic Develop. Comm.) (Left at 

5:20 p.m.).  Also present were:  Ray Carpentino (Economic Development Director) and Christina 

Palmer (Public) (Executive Director of the Rocky Hill Chamber of Commerce).   

 

Those absent:  Commissioner Lori Kern (Economic Develop. Comm.). 

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta introduced and welcomed the members of the Economic 

Development Commission.  She mentioned that Commissioner Lori Kern wasn’t able to be 

present this evening.   

 

2. DISCUSSION:  PURPOSE/DUTIES/FUNCTIONS OF: 

 

a) Economic Development Commission 

b) Economic Development Subcommittee 

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said the main reason they were having this joint meeting this 

evening was for them to go over the purpose, duties and functions of the Economic Development 

Subcommittee and of the Economic Development Commission.  The members of the Economic 

Development Subcommittee wanted to take the opportunity to touch base with the 

Commissioners and develop a game plan going forward hopefully for the Economic 

Development Subcommittee and for the Economic Development Commission.  She thanked the 

members of the Economic Development Commission for coming this evening. 

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta told Ray Carpentino if it was okay with him that she was going to 

turn this meeting over to Chairwoman Marti Stiglich so that she could update them with regards 
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to whether the Economic Development Commission had an opportunity to develop a Mission 

Statement or where they stood on developing it.  Chairwoman Marti Stiglich said they were at 

the final stages of a finished product with regards to the Mission Statement.  They had two of 

their Commissioners be the coordinators of this and pull it together.  There has been feedback 

back and forth.  Everyone on the Economic Development Commission has participated.  The 

Mission Statement will be rolled out and adopted at the next meeting of the Economic 

Development Commission.   

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta asked Chairwoman Marti Stiglich if she could elaborate on what 

some of the points are in the Mission Statement or what the Economic Development 

Commission has come up with at this point before they have finalized it.  Chairwoman Marti 

Stiglich said sure.  The Economic Development Commission has broken this up into two parts.  

She said that she was looking for a brief Mission Statement.  She feels strongly about how 

people don’t want to read three paragraphs when they look at a Mission Statement.  This has 

been broken up into a Mission Statement and it is followed by what they are looking at to get 

there, which will be a separate paragraph but this will be incorporated in the Plan of 

Conservation and Development as this is being written with their input.  The points they are 

covering in the Mission Statement are with regards to cultivating the long term economic growth 

of Rocky Hill by fostering a clear and business positive environment that encourages a growing, 

sustainable and diverse tax base.  She questioned how they will get there and she said that this 

Mission Statement will be pursued by them reviewing and endorsing projects which are 

beneficial to the character and the growth of Rocky Hill.  They will solicit feedback from local 

business owners and from the public.  They will also incorporate new methodologies and expand 

current marketing strategies to include the media while also continuing to conform to Town 

conservation and development policies.  The Economic Development Commission will also act 

as the facilitator for communications between public officials and entrepreneurs.  She said they 

are very pleased with what they have done so far.   

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said this is excellent and she is glad to see that the Mission 

Statement is so involved and business friendly.  She said this is a good way to start and she said 

thank you. 

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said they had talked about the Plan of Conservation and 

Development and she asked Ray Carpentino if there was any update from the Planning and 

Zoning Commission as to where this stands right now.  Ray Carpentino said not that he was 

aware of.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta asked if this is in the works to have the process begun.  

Ray Carpentino knew that the Town Council has appropriated money for this so he said that this 

has been in the works for a while.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said this is in the budget.  Ray 

Carpentino knows that the Town hasn’t gone out yet for a RFP to hire a consultant for this and 

he thinks they need to determine what part of the Plan of Conservation and Development that 

they want to hire a consultant for.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta thanked Ray Carpentino.  

Councilor Tim Moriarty said this is a long process generally.  Things change a lot of times by the 

time they are done with this.   

 

Chairwoman Marti Stiglich said part of what the Economic Development Commission is looking 

at in terms of the Mission Statement is how they can include a very diverse group of business 
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owners in the community to assess what it is that they might need.  One of the things that the 

Economic Development Commission did was to reestablish a very robust visitation program.   

This hadn’t been in place for quite some time.  The Economic Development Commission 

cordially invites anyone on the Economic Development Subcommittee to participate in this 

program if they want to.  They just need to contact Ray Carpentino to tell him what dates they 

might be available to go out and visit with businesses, which are a very diverse cross blend.  This 

is so that all of them will feel that their input is being listened to.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta 

asked if there needs to be a set schedule for the visitations or if this will just be spontaneous if 

people are available.  Chairwoman Marti Stiglich said they give dates that they are available to 

Ray Carpentino on a one month basis and this is renewable every single month.  Chairwoman 

Marti Stiglich said that Ray Carpentino schedules them.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta asked Ray 

Carpentino to cc: everyone about this so that this will be open to everyone if any of the members 

of the Economic Development Subcommittee want to attend any of the visitations.  Ray 

Carpentino said he needs lead times because it takes a couple of weeks sometimes to make 

appointments.  He also said that only one of them can go at a time because it would be a meeting 

if two of them go.  Councilor Tim Moriarty said there would be a quorum.  Chairwoman Meg 

Casasanta said this is understood.  Ray Carpentino told them that he can send out an e-mail to 

remind them and they can send some dates back to him.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said thank 

you.   

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta opened the meeting up at this point to the members of the 

Economic Development Subcommittee for additional questions because they had been looking 

forward to doing this for a while.  Councilor Cathy Vargas said she still doesn’t know how the 

Economic Development Subcommittee and the Economic Development Commission are 

supposed to interact.  She said the visitation program is a great program and she mentioned that 

the Mission Statement sounds like a great one.  She mentioned though that she needs some 

guidance.  Commissioner John Roderick said that maybe they should start defining each of these 

groups and what they are doing.  Ray Carpentino said the Economic Development Commission 

is defined by the State Statutes.  Chairwoman Marti Stiglich said she had a copy of this Statute 

and she said that she would be happy to share it with them if they would like to see what this 

states in terms of what the Economic Development Commission is responsible for and what it 

does.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said the Economic Development Subcommittee is still 

looking to define themselves as well.  The past Economic Development Subcommittee had 

worked very well on the Small Business Plan, which had been approved by the Town Council.  

She said that the Economic Development Subcommittee would like to see where it can work 

with the Economic Development Commission and vice versa so that they can make economic 

development a strong part of Rocky Hill, which it needs to be and should be.  She told the 

Economic Development Commission that the Economic Development Subcommittee is looking 

forward to seeing the final product with regards to the Mission Statement.  The Economic 

Development Subcommittee is also looking forward to creating a Mission Statement on their 

own and she explained some more. 

 

Councilor Cathy Vargas told the Economic Development Commission that they have a visitation 

program but she asked them if they are foreseeing having a meeting where they will be inviting 

business leaders in for them to have a group meeting at any point in time because this is 

something that she would be interested in.  Chairwoman Marti Stiglich said the Economic 
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Development Commission has a program where they co-host a workshop for businesses in 

Rocky Hill with the Rocky Hill Chamber of Commerce.  They have had two of these workshops.  

Ray Carpentino said one of these was for C-Pace (energy upgrades) and six financial institutions 

had been invited in for small businesses prior to that one.  He said that the Economic 

Development Commission agreed recently with Christina Palmer that she will bring in a new 

business or existing business that the Rocky Hill Chamber of Commerce gets to the Economic 

Development Commission so that they can be introduced to them.  Ray Carpentino said this will 

be informal and maybe it will be a two minute introduction.  He said hopefully this will take off.  

Chairwoman Marti Stiglich said the Economic Development Commission had agreed about this 

at their last meeting.  Everyone is pretty positive about this and they are looking forward to 

having at least one business at their next meeting.  She said that two businesses would be a good 

number too.   

 

Chairwoman Marti Stiglich said one of the things that the Economic Development Commission 

had done was that it had met with a small group of business people in this Town for close to two 

years.  Those business people were concerned about signage.  She is the only remaining member 

who had attended the three meetings they had for that.  That had been like a Work Group and not 

a Committee so they didn’t do notes, etc.  They found out eventually though that they wanted to 

break signage up into two distinct packets.  The Economic Development Commission voted 

unanimously to authorize Ray Carpentino to look for funding money in terms of whatever money 

is out there grant wise so that way farer signage can be done in Rocky Hill.  They think this will 

bring a coordinated look and she explained a little more.  They are still at the very early stages 

with regards to this.  She said they also have asked the Planning and Zoning Commission to meet 

with this small group of business people.  These business people tend to be small retailers who 

have had one or two signage issues but the Economic Development Commission can’t address 

these because they don’t control the signage regulations.  She understands that Scott Coleman 

(business owner (PC America) and resident in R.H.) will be appearing at the Planning and 

Zoning Commission meeting this month.  Ray Carpentino said yes and this will be for the 

regulatory part of the signage.  Chairwoman Marti Stiglich said the Economic Development 

Commission is moving forward on this and they are breaking up signage as a separate side issue.  

They are finding that when an invitation is sent out for a group of people to come that it is very 

difficult to get more than six or seven people to show up and then it ends up being the same six 

or seven people who do show up.   

 

Councilor Tim Moriarty referred to signage and the Plan of Conservation and Development.  

These are zoning issues.  He said that the Planning and Zoning Commission should look at the 

rezoning of Phase II of the Industrial Park because no manufacturing can be done there.  This 

should be something where jobs can be created as opposed to them increasing the tax base.  He 

told the Economic Development Commission that he thinks they will have personal contact with 

small businesses and that big corporations won’t be looking to come in to talk to them.  He 

thinks they need to break this down into three different categories of businesses.  He referred to 

businesses that service the Town (i.e. restaurants).  He then referred to the businesses that are in 

the Industrial Park or off of Rte. 3 near Cromwell.  He mentioned how businesses come and go 

all of the time even though the Economic Development Subcommittee and the Economic 

Development Commission try to help every business be successful.  He referred to an article that 

he thinks was in this past Sunday’s Hartford Courant where they are looking to have one 
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hundred fifty thousand businesses taken out of the Secretary of State’s Office and he explained 

more about this.  He then asked Ray Carpentino how current the list is for the Rocky Hill 

businesses and he asked him if he is notified if a business leaves Town, etc. or he asked him if he 

has to wait to hear it “through the grapevine”.  Ray Carpentino said this depends on the size of a 

business because if a large business is in trouble then they are mandated to send a report to the 

Town Manager.  Ray Carpentino then said he gets notified sometimes but they usually will find 

out how a business is doing when they go visit it.  He said if they talk to a business owner that 

they might “catch wind” that they are struggling and they might be able to point them to the 

proper resources at that point at least.  Councilor Tim Moriarty referred to rentals and he said 

sometimes hands are tied with regards to who space can be rented to because a restaurant, for 

example, might not be able to be let into a strip mall if there is one there already.  This is also out 

of the Economic Development Subcommittee’s control and the Economic Development 

Commission’s control because this would be more for the lessee and the lessor.   

 

Chairwoman Marti Stiglich said when it comes to the signage issues that for any of the 

businesses they have met with, the big thing is that they all uniformly want a tax break.  She 

explained that the signage portion was sent off to the Planning and Zoning Commission because 

they really only had two people who had signage issues.  It was explained to the businesses that 

they could go for a special permit with regards to signage.  She gave an example of how an 

emergency care business had flu shots available but the business owner couldn’t put signs up on 

the road for this because of the right-of-way.  Councilor Tim Moriarty said some of this has to do 

with safety, which is first and foremost.  Chairwoman Marti Stiglich said there normally are 

remedies and she said the businesses don’t have serious issues for the most part.  She then 

mentioned the businesses that they have gone to for the visitation program so far and she said 

that everyone has been very positive in growing their businesses.  For one of the businesses, the 

business owner’s only problem is that he can’t find enough space in Rocky Hill to grow his 

business because he is growing at approximately 30% per year.   

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta asked the members of the Economic Development Subcommittee if 

they had any additional questions.  The members had none.  She thanked the members of the 

Economic Development Commission for attending this evening’s meeting and she told them that 

she, as well as the members of the Economic Development Subcommittee, will stay in touch 

with them by attending their meetings and vice versa.  Chairwoman Marti Stiglich asked if they 

could stay for the rest of this meeting and Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said absolutely.   

 

Ray Carpentino referred to how Chairwoman Marti Stiglich had been talking about signage and 

he said that temporary signs are permitted in Rocky Hill.  Businesses can get a temporary permit 

for these.  They can even go online and fill an application form out.  This can be done in-house 

by the Town Planner and there isn’t a public hearing for this.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta 

thanked Ray Carpentino and she said this is good to know.   

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

                            

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta asked if anyone from the public wished to speak and if they did, to 

please state their name for the record.  Christina Palmer said the Rocky Hill Chamber of 

Commerce is very busy and they have a lot going on in the community.  On May 7, 2014, 



Econ. Develop. Subcommittee of the Town Council & Econ. Develop. Commission   Page 6 

Joint Meeting of May 5, 2014 

Farmington Bank will hold a business seminar at their location at 366 Cromwell Avenue.  

Businesses are welcome to attend that.   

 

There will be a car show at Stop & Shop this weekend from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for Triple 

Winners, who are children who have cancer.  Gift cards and trophies will be given to the winners 

of the cars.   

 

There will be a Party On The Patio at Chuck’s on May 15, 2014 and there will be a ribbon 

cutting ceremony at that.  Councilor Cathy Vargas asked what time that event will take place.  

Christina Palmer said that will be at 5:00 p.m. 

 

The Rocky Hill Chamber of Commerce will be teaming up with CBIA on May 20, 2014 for a 

legislative wrap-up.  This event will be held in Council Chambers from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.  A 

continental breakfast will be served and this will be free.  This invitation is for the Town 

businesses so that they can be informed about what is being passed and they can take a look at 

what will be addressed in 2015.  State Senator Paul Doyle and State Representative Tony 

Guerrera will be present at that.  The subjects discussed will be labor, budget, transportation and 

infrastructure development.     

 

The Memorial Day Parade will be held on May 26, 2014 starting at 9:30 a.m.  The Rocky Hill 

Chamber of Commerce has been utilizing its membership to participate in this and people who 

are not members are always welcome to include their businesses, as well as non-profit 

organizations in this.   

 

The Rocky Hill Chamber of Commerce is recognizing new memberships quarterly now by 

holding a reception at the Lodge At Cold Spring, which is at 50 Cold Spring Road.  The next 

reception will be held on May 28, 2014 at 5:00 p.m.   

 

There will be a cookout with Farmington Bank and Jakes Wayback Burgers on June 20, 2014.  

This will start at 5:00 p.m.   

 

There will be a Town of Rocky Hill night with the Rock Cats.  This will be open to all residents 

and businesses of Rocky Hill.  Christina Palmer said people can get ticket information or 

package information through her or Chris Rusack (Parks and Recreation Department).   

 

Christina Palmer showed the Rocky Hillopoly game to everyone.  These are for sale for $15 in 

case any residents would like to buy them.   

 

Farmington Bank has teamed up with the Rocky Hill Chamber of Commerce with regards to 

Welcome Baskets.  These are for new residents of Rocky Hill.  Rocky Hill Chamber of 

Commerce members and businesses are able to place items in these baskets.  Christina Palmer 

said that Lisa Zerio (Director of Parks and Recreation & Custodial Staff) and Chris Rusack are 

very well aware of these baskets.  This is a way to welcome the new residents and to let them 

know about Rocky Hill.      
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Chairwoman Meg Casasanta thanked Christina Palmer and she said this was very informative.  

Ray Carpentino referred to the legislative wrap-up on May 20, 2014 and he asked Christina 

Palmer if she knew when CBIA would be sending out the flyer for this.  Christina Palmer said 

she should have this flyer before Wednesday.  Ray Carpentino said that is a major event.  

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said she will be attending that. 

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta asked if there were any other questions.  There were none. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES/WORKING NOTES 

 

Councilor Cathy Vargas made a motion to approve the Minutes and Working Notes of the 

March 3, 2014 meeting of the Economic Development Subcommittee.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilor Tim Moriarty and adopted unanimously (by the Economic 

Development Subcommittee).   

 

5. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

a)  Ames 

 

Ray Carpentino told them, as they may already know, that Ames is up for auction.  The owner of 

Ames has two other Connecticut properties that are also up for auction.  The owner is trying to 

focus on his New York assets according to the auction house and he is trying to cut his non-

metropolitan properties.  The opening bid for the Ames’ property is $1.65 million.  This auction 

will be held at the Sheraton on June 19, 2014.  The other two Connecticut properties will also be 

up for auction at that time.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said she isn’t familiar with auctions.  

She asked if there will be a list ahead of time as to who will be coming to participate in it.  Ray 

Carpentino said he doesn’t know.  This will be Maltz Auctions who will be managing this and he 

isn’t sure how they run these.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said this is an interesting 

development because they will probably have no idea as to who will be purchasing this.  

Councilor Tim Moriarty said the owner of Ames could buy this back.  Ray Carpentino said yes.  

The owner can buy this back if the bids aren’t high enough.  Councilor Cathy Vargas asked if 

there will be a time where people can go see this before it is auctioned off.  Ray Carpentino said 

there probably will be and he said that he will find this out.  Councilor Cathy Vargas asked Ray 

Carpentino if he would be around for that so that he could possibly see who the people are who 

are looking at this.  Ray Carpentino said he sent this information out to eleven developers who he 

has worked with over the past eight years.  There has been virtually no response from anyone 

else in Connecticut or out-of-State.  The auction company had no responses either as of last 

Friday but the owner of Maltz Auctions said that he would be pushing the marketing this week 

for this.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta thanked Ray Carpentino.  Ray Carpentino said this is 

private property so the Town has no control over who will buy this or who will own it.   

 

b) Town Center West 

 

There are revised plans for Town Center West and these have been approved by the Open Space 

& Conservation Commission.  These will be before the Planning and Zoning Commission this 

Wednesday evening.  The revisions to these plans include the addition of 144 apartments, as well 
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as the reduction from 144,000 square feet of retail down to 70,000 square feet of this.  This has 

primarily been done because the State Department of Transportation (DOT) wouldn’t issue a 

traffic permit.  This is because of the potential traffic that could have been generated from the 

retail portion of this.  Councilor Tim Moriarty asked if they think there will be fewer cars with 

144 apartments.  Ray Carpentino said yes.  According to the DOT, the original plan for this 

would have required the developer to add a lane on Cromwell Avenue and a lane on West Street.  

This would mean that private property would have had to be taken and they can’t do this.  The 

developer of Town Center West had to come back to revise the plan.  Ray Carpentino said that 

residential is the driving force now behind these developments.  Banks are very shy with regards 

to lending money for property that is just commercial.  Councilor Tim Moriarty said this is 

happening throughout the State where apartments are taking off.  The apartments had been 

converted into condos for years.  He mentioned how Hartford wants 6,000 apartments, which 

will be high end ones.  Winstanley is doing these all over Connecticut.  He thinks this is because 

there isn’t job security now so young professionals don’t want to buy houses because they don’t 

know when they will be moving.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said this is a good thing for the 

young people but she thinks this is setting a trend that they will have to keep an eye on.  Ray 

Carpentino said the main street formula for the National Main Street Program is that downtown 

residential comes first and retail will follow that.  He explained more about this and said that an 

instant customer base for the businesses is provided by having the residential component 

walkable to the commercial component.  Councilor Cathy Vargas said this is like Blue Back 

Square (in West Hartford).  Ray Carpentino said exactly.   

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta told Ray Carpentino that she sees that he has been busy and she 

said that is good.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta asked Ray Carpentino if he had any updates on 

potential interests or developments.  Ray Carpentino said he had met for about one hour with a 

commercial broker who has an interest in the Russo property, which is 54 acres that borders the 

Town’s gravel pit off of Dividend Road.  The commercial broker was trying to brainstorm what 

he could do with his property and what the Town could do with its property.  The commercial 

broker wants to coordinate with the Town but Ray Carpentino isn’t sure if they have a user yet.  

Ray Carpentino said he really couldn’t tell the commercial broker much about what the Town 

might be looking at with its property.   

 

Ray Carpentino said the Economic Development Staff had met with the probable new owner of 

property that is on Elm Street.  This is a construction company that is probably a nationwide one.  

It has a footprint now in Connecticut and they want to relocate to a location which is more 

central.  Rocky Hill would be a very good Town for them.  Councilor Tim Moriarty asked if this 

would be for a construction yard or for an office.  Ray Carpentino said this would be a little bit 

of an equipment warehouse and a little bit of an office.  Councilor Tim Moriarty asked if this 

would be along I-91.  Ray Carpentino said this would be interior and not exterior.   

 

Ray Carpentino referred to Arburg on West Street and he said the steel is going up there.  He 

said this is a good sign because they are continuing on.   

 

Ray Carpentino said he had met with a small business owner who actually signed a lease 

yesterday for a new space on the Silas Deane Highway.  This business owner will be coming 

from a different Town.       
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Another business will be opening up in Rocky Hill and Ray Carpentino believes that they are 

from Wethersfield.  He explained to everyone that he can’t identify what businesses these are.  

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said it is exciting that there is active interest.  Ray Carpentino said 

that interest is picking up.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta said that is excellent.   

 

Councilor Tim Moriarty referred to the commercial broker that Ray Carpentino had mentioned 

and he confirmed with him that he is the commercial broker for Russo.  Ray Carpentino said yes.  

Councilor Tim Moriarty asked Ray Carpentino if he knows what they are asking for this.  Ray 

Carpentino thinks the price has been knocked down to $1.9 million.  Councilor Tim Moriarty 

asked if any of the 54 acres is wetlands.  Ray Carpentino said these 54 acres don't have any 

wetlands.  He explained that Russo owns a piece of property in Cromwell and a portion on the 

Connecticut River too.  He mentioned that the gas line goes through this and there is a slope up 

to the gas line so the 54 acres isn’t usable.  Approximately only 40 acres of Rocky Hill’s 

property out of the 62 acres is usable because of easements, etc.  Councilor Tim Moriarty said 

Russo’s property isn’t worth a dime without Rocky Hill’s property.  Ray Carpentino said they 

need the Town’s property to get into that property.   

 

c)  Eco. Dev. Commission 

d)       New requests for sites/buildings 

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta thought that these two items were already covered.  She asked Ray 

Carpentino if he had anything more to add with regards to new requests for sites/buildings.  Ray 

Carpentino said he is working with a local manufacturer who has probably been in Rocky Hill 

for decades.  They need to double their manufacturing space.  This business is high tech and it 

has high wage jobs.  This manufacturer needs to buy land but there is no land for sale in Rocky 

Hill for them.  Ray Carpentino said he matched the manufacturer with a property owner in 

Rocky Hill who may be willing to sell their property or otherwise the manufacturer may have to 

move out of Town.  Councilor Tim Moriarty said this is why it is important that they try to 

change the zoning for Phase II of the Industrial Park.  Ray Carpentino said that manufacturing is 

essentially a clean process now unless they get into the biofuels, etc.  Councilor Tim Moriarty 

said all of that can be controlled.  They don’t want any big factories that have smoke stacks 

coming into Town but they want to keep the ones that have the good paying jobs.   

 

Ray Carpentino said that he is working on four grants right now.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta 

said that is excellent. 

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Chairwoman Meg Casasanta asked Ray Carpentino if he had any correspondence this evening.  

Ray Carpentino said the Connecticut Business Expo will be held on June 5, 2014 at the Hartford 

Convention Center.  This will be free.  There is a webpage where people can go to register online 

and they can sign up for a dozen or so workshops.  There will be hundreds of vendors at this.  He 

said that he usually goes to this every year.  Chairwoman Meg Casasanta thanked Ray 

Carpentino. 
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Chairwoman Meg Casasanta asked if there were any other items that needed to be covered this 

evening.  There were none. 

 

7. ADJOURN 

 

Councilor Cathy Vargas made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:35 p.m.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilor Tim Moriarty and adopted unanimously.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jo-Anne Booth 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

   


